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Visual analysis essay
This image appeared from an antiwar activist’s protest and draft resisters who streamed into Washington. The picture was taken in 1967 when the girl by the name Jan rose Kasmir offered a national guardian a flower which was meant to symbolize love and peace in regard to the Vietnam war that made the entire region unbearable. The national Guardsman could only answer with his bayonet. The act was a gesture of love, a call to the guardsman   and the state to maintain peace and love in the country and on earth. This photo by marc Riboud would later become the symbol of the Flower Power movement.
The target audience for the Jan Rose Kasmir photo was everyone who was involved in the war as well as those that were affected by it. To begin with, offering the flower to the guardsman was a symbol of love and peace in the world meaning that the target audience for image was the entire world but most importantly the Vietnam soldiers, nationals and the American soldiers and its nationals as well. Since they were the subjects involved in the war. The image was to call on all countrymen and women to stop the war and embark on peace. 
Riboud tried to show both sides of the story, the hostile side where the guardsmen were holding weapons and the other side where Jan Rose Kasmir was presenting the flower. On the image, we can see soldiers with guns and swords ready for war and ready to counter anyone who comes on their way to try and stop their activities and on the other side where Jan Rose Kasmir is coming from there were unarmed civilians who in this case symbolize the “no harm” gesture. The presentation of the flower by Jan Rose Kasmir was meant to cool the hostile environment and bring a peace and tranquility in the place to stop the  Vietnam war and make the environment worth to live in. The purpose for the creation of this image is call for peace. It was meant stop loss of lives that was happening during the war. The call for peace was to enable normal activities to resume in the country so as to boost the economy. Since there were several lives lost, Jan rose Kasmir presentation of the flower to the guardsman was a symbol to mean that that the people would prefer to have peace  rather that war and conflict between the two subjects. That is the Vietnamese and the American.
The visual creation also served the purpose of appealing to the entire world to ensure that whenever a war crisis erupts, it is Imperative to consider doing whatever it takes to ensure that there is a call for peace with the people or the subjects involved. It could be through burners or any other non-violent way of sending a message out there to call for peace. A simple act of the sort could do wonders leave alone serving its original purpose but also be used as an inspiration example as well as serving other purposes in the future.
Mark Riboud was a photographer, the main reason or goals that he had when he created this image was to send a message of peace, love and harmony not only to the subjects that were involved in the war but also to the entire word. The issue addressed in this image is that of countering violence through a simple act of peace. The image is addressing the issue of maintaining peace. 
The position that the image takes on this issue is that of “appealing for peace” which is a positive position. This can be told by the visual expression that can be seen on the woman’s image. The visual expression is peaceful and shows that the woman, who at this point seems to represent the people, is really in need of what she is appealing for. As we all know, flowers symbolize love. The woman in the image is not armed; she is only holding a flower and presenting it to the guardsmen which symbolize love and peace. She is appealing to them to seize the war and embrace peace and love.
This image does not include words but despite so, one can read the issue that is being addressed without even having words to back it up. It is easy to decode the message without the help of words. 
The image is not a refutation or an argument against a particular person. The image is simply addressing peace issues. And no argument is involved. Assumptions like the only way to avert violence or war is undermined as far as this image is concerned. The image reinforces assumptions such as a simple peaceful act can bring about peace and can become a part of big movements in future. Just like the image became a symbol of the flower power movement.
The image is very effective and convincing. As seen, the visual expression of the woman is convincing. The flower she is holding is a clear symbol of what she is appealing for. One would easily adhere to what she is calling for. The use of the flower and armed guardsmen on this image brings a significant meaning. The guardsmen and their weapons symbolize violence or war.  The use of the flower on the other hand symbolizes peace and love.
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